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Judy L. DiFilippo
Chairman

Resident:
Tredy rin Township

Occupation:
Publico cial

A liations:

Member, Tredy rin Township
Board of Supervisors; Past
President, Chester County
Association of Township

O cials; Member, Paoli
Intermodal Transit Center Study
Committee; Member, Chester
County 2020 Board.

Appointed:
June 2002

Nancy Mohr
Vice-chairman

Resident:
Newlin Township

Occupation:

Chester County 2020, President;

Writer/Consultant

A liations:

Founder, former consultant,
Brandywine Conservancy’s
Headwaters Area Conservation
Program; Green Space Alliance
Board Member; Keep Farming
First; Master Planner Program;
Community Conversations
Program.

Appointed:
June 1998

Ann C.M. Abbott
Resident:
Highland Township

Occupation:
Commercial horse breeder and
farmer

A liations:
Highland Township Planning
Commission

Appointed:
June 2005

Mark J. Blair
Resident:
West Bradford Township

Occupation:
Nurseryman, Owner of Hilo
Acres Nursery

A liations:

Chairman, West Bradford
Township Board of Supervisors;
Chairman, Agricultural Security
District Committee; Executive
Board, Chester County
Association of Township O cials
(CCATO), Liaison to the Chester
County Planning Commission;
Pennsylvania State Association
of Township Supervisors, Land
Use and Growth Management
Committee.

Appointed:
2006

What is the

Chester County

Planning Commission?
The Chester County Planning
Commission is a nine-
member advisory board
appointed by the Board of
County Commissioners. The
members represent diverse
backgrounds, volunteering
to serve four-year terms.
The o cers are elected
annually. All are dedicated
to promoting coordinated
growth and preservation
planning for all of Chester
County.

Kevin Johnson, P.E.
Resident:
Tredy rin Township

Occupation:
President, Tra c Planning and
Design, Inc.

A liations:

Board of Directors, SEPTA;
Member, American Society of
Highway Engineers, Delaware
Valley Chapter; Member,
Institute of Transportation
Engineers; Board of Directors,
Victory Bank.

Appointed:
December 2003

Caroline A. Novak
Resident:
South Coatesville

Occupation:
Senior Consultant, Novak
Strategic Advisors

A liations:

Consultant to agricultural
preservation interests; Former
Commissioner, Delaware Valley

Regional Planning Commission.

Appointed:
December 2003

Joseph J. Tarantino
Resident:
Tredy rin Township

Occupation:
President, Continental Realty
Co,, Inc.

A liations:

Member, PA State Real Estate
Commission; Vice-chairman,
National Italian American
Political Action Committee;
Consultant, PA Turnpike
Commission; Consultant,
Montgomery County Board

of Commissioners; Former
Chairman, Bridgeport
Revitalization Committee;
Member, PA Association of
Realtors; Members, National
Association of Realtors; Member,
Urban Land Institute; Member,
Lambda Alpha International.

Appointed:
June 2005

Joseph J. Viscuso, PE., L.S.

Resident:
East Marlborough Township

Occupation:
Vice-President, Stantec
Consulting Services, Inc.

A liations:

American Society of Civil
Engineers; Chester County
Chamber of Business & Industry;
Chester County Economic
Development Council; Home
Builders Association of Chester
& Delaware Counties; PA

State Association of Township
Supervisors; YMCA of the
Brandywine Valley Board;
Adjunct professor at Widener
University.

Appointed:
June 2005

John C. Washington, Ill
Resident:
South Coatesville

Occupation:

Instructor for Overhead and
Remote Crane Safety, Ladle
Crane Operator, ArcelorMittal.

A liations:

President, South Coatesville
Borough Council; Member,
South Coatesville Borough
Council since 1980; Past
President of The Association of
Boroughs; Democratic Party of
South Coatesville; Chairman,
Borough of South Coatesville
Economic Development
Committee; Grievance
Committeeman, Steelworkers
Local 1165 of International Steel
Group.

Appointed:
January 2002
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Re ning the plan

| andscapes?
Chester County Comprehensive Policy Plan
- i ;

Landscapes? including text, mapping, and support materials is just a click away.

Communicating the plan
To successfully achieve the goals of Landscapes?2, the plan needed to be easily accessible
and navigable. To this end, the document has been designed as a web documentto o er .
several features that make the document user-friendly and widely accessible. Links to mg_lﬁ{]rgfcapesz'Orgllszonllne/
supporting data, sources, relevant articles, and agencies can be accessed from any pointin
the document. Related resources and issues are constantly being added to the website to
keep the plan contemporary and relevant to Chester County residents, local governments
and businesses.

An interactive map entitled Livable Landscapes, is available using a Google map base as >
areference. The map displays a variety of landscape types that comprise Chester County
and help de ne its diversity. The map can be viewed with either a road map base, aerial
photography, or a combination of map and aerial bases to orient the viewer to a particular

Interactive
Map

area of the county. Although the map was developed as a tool to obtain feedback during the Explore the interactive
plan preparation and review stages, it has proven to be very popular and has been made an Livable Landscapes map
integral part of the online plan.

The plan is presented as an electronic book with pages that turn and includes a prominent Customize the view that’s best for you!
table of contents for simplifying searches. This format allows the reader to quickly locate + Zoom in to see details.
relevant chapters of the plan for any given topic or project. + Turn features on/o .
The electronic plan o ers several bene ts: * Make features lighter/darker.

www.Landscapes2.org/mapping/

+ Itis easily accessible via the internet. InteractiveMap html

+ It eliminates the expense associated with printing costs.
+ It provides tools to search or bookmark.
+ Itis a green solution for providing publications to the public.

The county has also developed electronic mail and social network systems to facilitate access
to the plan. Work is also underway to develop versions of the plan for new eReader devices
that have become increasingly popular as a source of printed information. All of these tools
are maintained and re ned to help ensure public participation in ongoing activities and to
promote the use of the county’s long range policy plan when making important growth and
preservation decisions over the next decade.

For more information on Landscapes2, please go to www.Landscapes2.org.

8 www.Landscapes2.org
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Measuring trends
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Activities that measure trends

Measuring the success of Landscapes

The progress of implementing Landscapes policies is measured
through the Landscapes Index. The index is composed of eighteen
indicators measurable on an annual basis. A value above 100
indicates progress towards the goals of the plan. The Landscapes
Index for 2009 is 124, a slight increase from 123 for 2008, showing
overall progress with implementing the county’s policy plan,
Landscapes, since the index was created in 1998.

A total of twelve indicators demonstrate improvement since the
base year (a rating over 100) and the other six declined (ratings
below 100). Indicators showing noteworthy progress in 2009 are
travel time, indicating improved automobile travel, and protected
farmland, indicating a continued strong commitment to farmland
preservation. Indicators raising concerns are proposed housing
and non-residential development, both had declining percentages
consistent with Landscapes, and the reduction in residential loans
in urban areas.

The Landscapes Index
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Measuring housing costs

The Planning Commission monitors housing sales activity and costs
for the county and municipalities. These data provide an indication,
in part, of the economic condition of the county. Housing sales
activity declined with over 1,400 fewer homes sold in 2008 than

in 2007, a decline of 19 percent. The median sales price in 2008 is
$300,000, a decrease of 4 percent from 2007. This is the rst decline
in the median sales price since 1991.

Monitoring new residential units

The Planning Commission records the number and location of
new housing units constructed each year. There were a total of
2,290 new housing units added to the housing supply in Chester
County in 2008. This was the lowest number of new units since
the Planning Commission began collecting the data in 2000. The
average during that time has been 3,470 new units per year. These
data help us understand housing demand and future service
needs.

10 www.Landscapes2.org

Monitoring land planning activity

The Planning Commission provides review services to
municipalities as a means of coordinating planning and achieving
consistency between local and county planning e orts. Services
include reviews of all submissions from our municipalities,
including:

» Comprehensive plan updates and amendments.

+ Ordinance updates and amendments.

+ Subdivision and land development proposals.

+ O cial maps and amendments.

Providing development review service

Review activity in 2009 was notably less than that experienced

in 2008. The Planning Commission received 239 plans for review
in 2009 compared to 314 plans in 2008. The 2009 submissions
proposed 3,381 lots or units, which represents an 8.87 percent
decrease in the number of lots/units proposed from the previous
year. These plan applications involved 7,544 acres of land and 12
miles of new roads.
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Connecting people and places

Preparing the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

Based on Chester County’s Priority Projects, the Planning
Commission provided initial input for the update of the region’s
FY11-FY14 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The TIP is
the regionally agreed-upon list of priority transportation projects.
The TIP shows estimated costs and schedule by project phase
and is nancially constrained based on the amount of federal,
state, and local funds that will be available for transportation
projects in the region. Throughout the TIP update process, the
Planning Commission advocates for the appropriate funding
levels and implementation schedules to address Chester
County’s transportation needs. The Planning Commission also
monitors amendments to the TIP on a monthly basis and submits
recommendations.

The adopted 2009 Transportation Improvements Inventory (TII)
and the 2009 Transportation Priority Projects Reports are available
on the Planning Commission’s website at www.chesco.org/
planning/transportation.

Historic Copes Bridge on Strasburg
Road underwent major restoration.

Signi cant progress occurred on
constructing the Chester Valley Trail
during 2009.

Executing Economic stimulus funding for
transportation

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009
included over $27 billion of federal funds for investments in
roads, bridges, and other transportation infrastructure. Planning
Commission sta coordinated with PennDOT, SEPTA, and the
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) to identify
projects within Chester County that met the requirements the bill.
There were seven transportation projects in Chester County that
received an estimated $46.7 million in ARRA funds, including the
Chester Valley Trail—Phase 1 and resurfacing of US 202 around
West Chester. In addition, Planning Commission sta monitored
and supported applications for special ARRA funding categories,
including PennDOT’s application for High Speed Rail funding for
improvements to the Keystone Corridor.

Awarding grants for transportation

Sta participated in the regional review and ranking of several
transportation related federal and state grant programs, including
Jobs Access Reverse Commute (JARC), New Freedom, Pennsylvania
Community Transportation Initiative (PCTI), E cient Growth for
Growing Suburbs (EGGS). The Planning Commission reviewed 86
applications and provided input in the grant selection process.
County involvement in these programs led to over $5.6 million in
grant funding awards for twelve transportation plans, infrastructure
projects, and transit services in Chester County.
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