* ers, Jeanne and Eugene Close
couldn’t help but notice the letter

vice Inc., with its ofﬁcral-soundmg name
and stern warning:

Information Center websrte recommends

toyou.” The letter then offered to provlde
a copy of the document for $79.95. -

near Plttsburgh

_can get you a
- cernﬁed deed for $527

3 '1es that rny ofﬁce provrdes to-any. citize

Z_could And by Iaw T can only charge [the

Scam Alert

Don’t buy those ‘official copras

Bad Deeds By Sidm:chhemer .

 ike thousands of other homeown- 'says', those residents—includirig many.

" retirees—paid nearly $4,000 for copies. - -

they received from National Deed’ Ser— :

“The U.S. Government Federal szen' :

GeneralDustm McDameI : s
w0 Several chap-'_.___
_ ters of the Better ™

Busmess Bureau=_ -

"rogethe'r; ;
. residents . -

letter said, “Tlus document provrdes evi- -
dence that your property was transferred

that property-owners should have an of-+
ficial or certified copy of their deed,” the

pald nearly
 $4,000 for -
- copies that “Service because of -
-actually .-1:__unanswered comi= -

“I knew we had recewed our property_.-_
deed when we “bought our: house three

. years ago,”. says-Jeanne, 75, who lives -
“Did.1, need another -
© copy? Had somethmg changed? Soif
caﬂed the county clerk,)who said, “This - :
Ine.; which also have recezved unsatrs~ S
-1 factory ratings.: -

costonly_

~ -_-:'Consumercallshkehers-_.-.
f\ +.~have prompted official v
oS T ngs about National
Deed Service and similar: -
. _mpames “These ottfits -
S pull homeowners names
-and addresses. from pubhc' &
record freal éstatetrans-:

CIts toll: free number.playsa recorded .

‘the: ﬁrm is not afﬁhated with:a govern L

Itis strtctly your. choice.” .
i Don’tletthese Ietters fool you. “Whe

' “"What really bugs me 1s*1
'-.'that these pr1vate com—_ :

' - “Cetit. markup for deed cop-

SR _for an average of $3,” says CarI W Block,
. ithe clerk of Ocean County, N.J. “In fact;
gl 'these ¢ compames dois contact us for. ;
" those deed copies—just as any | resident

that actually cost only $144. - T
. “While thrs prtch may not be techmcal :

- plaints about 1ts'4r__. x

- practices: Thefirm " -
_ 'also does business™
rastIllinois Deed:
Provrder and Callfornila Record Rettieval. -

5144.

‘National Deed Semce ofﬁc:als drd not -
respond to phone réquests for comment.

message Whrch includes drsclazmers that;

‘mernit agency, and that'a cert_rﬁed deed -
c:congr ‘fs niot. somethmg you must have

B
.



