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Chester County Selected for PA eNotarization
Initiative

Chester, Lancaster, Philadelphia, and
Westmoreland counties are taking part
in Pennsylvania’s historic Electronic
Notarization Initiative. The official
launch of Phase I of this initiative will
take place Thursday, February 2nd at
the National Constitution Center in
Philadelphia. Chester County Recorder
of Deeds, Terence Farrell commented
“eNotarization is no longer the wave of
the future—it’s here—and Chester
County will, as usual, be there at the
forefront.” Farrell was appointed to par-
ticipate in the initial phase of this
important initiative, and is a host of the
upcoming event.

To become an eNotary, a commis-
sioned notary must receive approval
from the Department of State and
obtain an Electronic Notary Seal. There
are no additional education or bond
requirements to become an eNotary.
The components required for a valid
pen and paper notarization also apply to
eNotarizations, including the personal
appearance of signers before the notary.

“Electronic documents provide a cost
effective, efficient alternative to tradi-
tional pen and paper transactions.”
Farrell said, “eNotarization will add
increased security as well as time and
cost savings.”

Recorder of Deeds Terence Farrell Serves on
Presidential Panel

Chester County Recorder of Deeds
Terence Farrell was selected by the
White House to serve on the prestigious
Presidential Rank Awards Panel, which
met in Philadelphia.  

“It’s an honor for me to represent the
citizens of Chester County and to help
President Bush select those worthy of
special recognition for their service to
our government,” Farrell said. “Each
year, the President of the United States
confers upon an elite group of career
Federal executives the rank of
Meritorious Executive. Only five percent
of the Federal Government’s career
Senior Executive Service members are
eligible to receive the prestigious
Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious
Executive,” said a letter Farrell received
from the Office of Personnel

Management. “Because this award rec-
ognizes a very select group,” the letter
to Farrell continued, “it is important
that distinguished private citizens like
you play a key role in evaluating nomi-
nations.”

“Evaluating the folders of 20 can-
didates made for a long day,” said
Farrell, “but, as a government official
myself, it felt good to be part of a
process that actually recognizes and
rewards excellence in government.”

The recommendations made by the
panel will be evaluated by the Office 
of Personnel Management and a list 
of nominees will be forwarded to
President Bush.

Office Officials:
Terence Farrell, Recorder of Deeds
Ruth C. Huganir, Deputy Recorder
Edward C. Sweeney, Solicitor

Mailing Address:
Chester County Recorder of Deeds
121 N. Walnut Street, Suite 100
P.O. Box 2748
West Chester, PA 19380-0991

Telephone:  610-344-6330
Fax:  610-344-6408
E-mail:  Rodinfo@chesco.org
Website:  dsf.chesco.org/recorder
Click on “Records Search” for records
on line

Hours:
The office is opened Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
However, same-day document
recording stops at 4:00 p.m. on all
days. For your convenience, the
Record Room opens at 7:30 a.m.,
weather permitting.

Fees:
For a full list of fees charged 
for services, see our website:
dsf.chesco.org/recorder

Reminder:
To save time and facilitate the filing
and recording of documents in the
Chester County Office of Recorder 
of Deeds, submitting parties should
include two return self-addressed,
stamped envelopes with the initial
filing. The first envelope will be
used to notify the submitting party
the document has been received and
the second envelope will be used to
return the original recorded docu-
ment. If return envelopes aren’t
included, the notification process
will take longer to complete.

Prior Newsletters are available at
dsf.chesco.org/recorder



Chester County Recorder of Deeds
Terence Farrell recently moderated a
panel discussion on a possible statewide
system using an e-Recording portal. “An
electronic recording portal for all of
Pennsylvania would be a great leap 
forward for the citizens of the
Commonwealth, our business
community, and elected officials,”
Farrell said. “The technology is
being developed and tested.
Pennsylvania should seriously
consider the implementation of 
e-Recording through a statewide
portal.”

The panel discussion took part
prior to the Pennsylvania
Recorder of Deeds Association’s
57th annual conference, in
Pittsburgh, as part of the Large
County Caucus Education &

Terence Farrell Moderates Discussion on Statewide e-Recording Portal
Technology Update Meeting. Farrell is
the Chairman of the Large County
Caucus. Farrell and Ruth C. Huganir,
Deputy Recorder of Deeds, attended the
conference.  

A statewide e-recording portal would
simplify requirements for filings of

records and would allow for a standardi-
zation of the process across
Pennsylvania. “Chester County has been
a leader in the Recorder of Deeds tech-
nology in the Commonwealth in recent
years,” Farrell said. “The statewide 
portal has many desirable aspects and

has been tested and is currently
operating in New Jersey.”

The conference included a num-
ber of presentations on topics
relating to the Recorder of Deeds
office including Pennsylvania
Land Title, an update on legisla-
tive initiatives and talks by Warren
Klunk of the PA Department of
Revenue, Nancy Chavez of the 
PA Department of State, Marc
Aronson of the PA Association of
Notaries, and Sue Hartman of the
Pennsylvania Archives.

IACREOT Meeting Focuses on Education
The International Association of Clerks, Recorders, Election

Officials and Treasurers (IACREOT), focused on education dur-
ing its 34th annual meeting in New York City. The theme of
2005’s meeting was “Securing Liberty through Leadership in
Public Service.”

The conference was attended by Chester County Recorder of
Deeds Terence Farrell and Deputy Recorder of Deeds Ruth C.
Huganir. The first day’s schedule saw a three-hour education
module entitled “MIS – Installing New Systems” taught by Dr.
Kristi Walker of the University of Missouri.

Different division seminars took place during the confer-
ence.  Both Mr. Farrell and Ms. Huganir are members of the
Recorder’s division. Daily meetings covered the subjects of
“Privacy vs. Public Records, Electronic Commerce, Land
Scams/Fraud, PRIA, and Automated Data Collection/
Redaction.” Speakers included Carl Ernst of Ernst Publishing,
Sybille Nelson of Wachovia Bank, and Darity Wesley of Privacy
Solutions. The meetings concluded with roundtable discus-
sions of these and other issues facing Recorders across the
nation and around the world.

The International Association of Clerks, Recorders, Election
Officials, and Treasurers was founded in 1971 by a group of
government officials who wanted a professional organization
which would provide a forum for the free exchange of informa-
tion, resulting in improved standards for serving the public.
Although the founders belonged to other governmental organ-
izations, they felt these groups were unresponsive to their
desires to establish an organization which would speak with a
unified voice on matters of importance to them.

Fees Increase for Time-Stamped Copies
of Subdivision Plans

Chester County’s housing growth has resulted in increased
requests for copies of time-stamped subdivision plans. Because
of the demands on the Recorder of Deeds staff, a fee will be
charged for additional time-stamped copies.

The Recorder of Deeds time-stamps one copy of a recorded
subdivision plan for free. The cost for any additional time-
stamped copies of subdivision is now $1.00 per page.

Should you have further questions, please e-mail us at
RodInfo@chesco.org.

Thank You!

2006 County Government Holidays
The Recorder of Deeds office will be closed:

January 2 September 4

January 16 November 7

February 20 November 10

May 29 November 23 & 24

July 4 December 25

Pictured left to right are Recorders of Deeds Steve McDonald of
Lancaster County, Nancy Becker of Montgomery County, and
Terence Farrell of Chester County.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


