


Publications including the Planning
Commission’s newsletter series are
now provided in an online, digital
format. The new format allows our
publications to remain contemporary,

relevant, and readily accessible. As part of this new service,
we are introducing a new online ePublications subscription
service. Although all publications will be available through
our website, ePublications subscribers will receive periodic
email updates about newly released products. 

Subscribers can expect to receive an ePublications
email about once a month announcing new releases so that
they will not miss any products of interest. Plans are also in
the works to include brief, voluntary surveys to help us
refine publications based on subscribers’ input. To learn
more or become a subscriber please see the publications
page at www.chesco.org/planning.

ePublications
Subscription Service
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(continued from page 1)
While the updated plan champions the vision of the origi-
nal plan, there are several significant differences from the
original Landscapes plan: 

• New elements enabled by state statute have been intro-
duced to the plan. These include plans for agriculture,
open space, and energy conservation.

• Significant modifications and additions have occurred in
the plans for housing, historic and natural resources, and
economic development.

• A new landscape has been introduced to the Livable
Landscapes map entitled “Agricultural” to recognize the
dominance of the agricultural industry in the western
portion of the County.

• Areas of the County that contain resources of national
significance have been added to the Livable Landscapes
map to recognize such areas as the Big Woods, Valley
Forge National Historic Park, Brandywine Battlefield
Historic Landmark, Nottingham Pine Barrens Natural
Area, and the Schuylkill River Heritage Area.

The final step in the update process will be the adoption of
the revised plan by the Chester County Board of Commis-
sioners later this year at a public hearing.

All County residents and stakeholders are encouraged
to participate in the review of the plan before it becomes
the official planning policy guiding the future of Chester
County.

2009 PA Chapter of the APA Annual Conference

October 4–6, 2009

The annual conference of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the
American Planning Association is coming to the Philadel-
phia area. The conference will be held at the Dolce Valley
Forge Hotel on Route 202 this October. This is a great and
convenient way for planners, both municipal and profes-
sional, to catch up on all the latest news about community
planning.

The theme of this year’s conference is “Investing in a Sus-
tainable Future.” As such, this will be a green event using
recycled products, local foods, and limited waste. Sessions
will focus on such sustainability topics as smart growth,
smart transportation initiatives, greenhouse gas reduction,
and what municipalities can do to make a difference.

The conference will feature:
• Two full days of educational sessions with opportunities

for professional CM credits.
• A Sunday afternoon workshop dedicated to municipal

planning commissioners.
• Dynamic keynote speakers.
• Pennsylvania chapter awards, poster sessions and mobile

tours.
• Exhibits and networking opportunities.

Please mark your calendars, add training to your municipal
budgets, and plan to attend this year’s conference. For
more information, please go to www.planningpa.org.

Preliminary programs are scheduled for release in July.

Mark your calendars!





The Borough of Malvern has retained the Chester
County Planning Commission as its consultant
under the Vision Partnership Program (VPP) to

update the 1999 comprehensive plan. This project will
update existing plan elements, add elements for energy
conservation and economic development, as well as
expand the historic resource protection plan. The existing
open space, natural resources, and recreation plan, which
is currently a stand-alone plan, will also be updated and
included within the overall comprehensive plan document.
One focus will be to make the updated plan more reader
friendly. The borough has identified pedestrian circulation,
through traffic, and economic development as key issues to
address in the update. 

The comprehensive plan update will be coordinated
with the revitalization plan update, which is being funded
through VPP and led by the consulting firm Urban Research
& Development Corporation. The update is necessary
because Malvern has completed many of the actions listed
in the 2002 revitalization plan. The revitalization plan
update began in February 2009 and is expected to be com-
pleted this summer. Newly proposed actions include adding
wayfinding signs to improve both mobility and walkability,
undertaking a Malin Road extension feasibility study, and
considering a connector between Quaker Lane and Penn-
sylvania Avenue. As part of its future revitalization strategy,

Malvern hopes to build greener and utilize smarter tech-
niques in economic development and redevelopment, pub-
lic infrastructure, transportation, and housing, while still
maintaining its historic character. One outcome of the revi-
talization plan will be to create a task force to develop a slo-
gan for the borough to better identify its character and
opportunities for residents, businesses, and visitors.

Malvern Updates 
Comprehensive and Revitalization Plans
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The Borough of Malvern is updating its comprehensive plan and revitalization plan.

Maintaining the historic character of Malvern is a key component
of the revitalization plan update.
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The U.S. Census Bureau has
released new data for munici-
palities and school districts with

populations of 20,000 or more. This
data, part of the American Community
Survey (ACS), is the first detailed socio-
economic data available for municipali-
ties in Chester County since Census
2000. Tredyffrin and West Goshen
Townships are the only two municipali-
ties exceeding a population of 20,000
persons, but all school districts in
Chester County, except Octorara, have
populations over 20,000 persons. 

The ACS data has been summarized
into a series of data profiles. Chester
County data is organized into 16 areas: including the
County, two municipalities, and 13 school districts. Each
area has four data profiles: social, economic, housing, and
demographics. These data profiles provide a wealth of
information about the population and housing characteris-
tics of each area. The data profiles are available on the
demographics/census page of the Planning Commission
website at www.chesco.org/planning. Data for the munici-

palities with populations below 20,000
will be available beginning in 2010. 

The ACS will provide information
similar to the detailed data from past
decennial censuses and it will be updat-
ed every year. The decennial census
will be limited to obtaining a complete
count of the population and general
population characteristics, such as age,
sex and race. There will not be a long
form questionnaire included in the
2010 census.

In recognition of the need to provide
guidance on the new American Com-
munity Survey and the information they
bring to data users, the U.S. Census

Bureau (www.census.gov) has developed a series of educa-
tional materials called The ACS Compass Products. The
products include a series of handbooks, each designed for a
particular audience, such as general data users, state and
local governments, the business community, and others. 

The Planning Commission can help people find and use
this new census information. Please contact our office at
610-344-6285 with questions or for assistance.

Demographic Data Update
The American Community Survey for Chester County

Chester  County
continues  to

have the highest
populat ion

increase among
al l  counties  in
Pennsylvania .

The U.S. Census Bureau has released new data that will provide a wealth of information about the population of Chester County.



The Department of Energy (DOE) has allocated over
$4.6 million in Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grant (EECBG) funds to Chester County 

this year. 
Authorized by the Energy Independence and Security

Act of 2007, the EECBG provides funding to state and local
governments to reduce energy use and fossil fuel emissions,
and to improve energy efficiency. Funds can be used for
such activities as: 

• Development of an energy efficiency and conservation
strategy including technical consultant services to assist
in the development of such a strategy. 

• Financing incentives for energy efficiency such as energy
savings performance contracting, on-bill financing, and
revolving loan funds. 

• Energy efficiency and conservation programs for build-
ings and facilities. 

• Development and implementation of transportation pro-
grams to conserve energy. 

• Energy distribution technologies that significantly
increase energy efficiency. 

• Renewable energy technologies on government buildings. 

Chester County is developing a strategy for the allocation
of these funds to both County and municipal projects in
accordance with the County’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Report. Projects must be “shovel ready” and filed with
DOE no later than June 25. A detailed breakdown by state,
county, city, and tribal governments is available at
www.eecbg.energy.gov/grantalloc.html.
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Chester County Receives
Energy Efficiency and

Conservation Block Grant

2008 Census County population estimates 
The U.S. Census Bureau also released updated annual
County population estimates in March. Chester County
grew by 5,891 residents in one year to a total population of
491,489 persons as of July 1, 2008. Since the last census in
2000, Chester County has gained 58,000 people, a growth
rate of over 13 percent. Municipal estimates will be updat-
ed in July 2009.

In 2008, natural increase (births and deaths) and net
in-migration contributed equally to the population increase
in Chester County. This is a change from previous years
when about two-thirds of the growth came from migration
and one-third from natural increase. The reduced migra-
tion is the reason for the slowing of the growth in the
county. This is consistent with the downturn in the econo-
my and the reduction in housing market activity.

While the growth in 2008 was less than previous years,
Chester County continued to have the highest increase
among all counties in Pennsylvania, as it has every year
since the 2000 Census. Since then, Chester County’s pop-
ulation grew by 15,000 more persons than York County,
the county with the second highest growth. Chester Coun-
ty’s growth exceeded Lancaster County, the county ranked
third, by 26,000 persons. Chester County’s total population
increase of 58,000 over the past eight years is more than
the total population of 25 of the 67 counties in the state. 

For more information, see population growth on the
demographic/data page of our website.

The 2010 Census countdown
We are less than a year away from the 2010 U.S. Census. In
fact, the first wave of Census 2010 activities has already
begun. The Census Bureau has employed nearly five thou-
sand workers in Pennsylvania to verify and update more
than 145 million addresses. A complete and accurate
address list is the cornerstone of a successful census. For
more information go to www.2010.census.gov/2010census. 

Along with Tredyffrin Township, West Goshen Township also has
a population exceeding 20,000.
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The Chester County Planning Commission tracks
development activity throughout the year as a
means of planning infrastructure and service needs

for the County.
One method of measuring development activity is the

level of sewage planning reviews proposed during a given
year. The reviews are called “planning modules” or “minor
revisions” to a municipality’s sewage facilities plan. These
planning modules and minor revisions are an early indica-
tion of development activity and tell how a proposed proj-
ect will treat and dispose of its wastewater, such as, whether
the project will be served by a public sewer system or utilize
an on-lot system for wastewater disposal. Under Pennsylva-
nia statue, the Planning Commission is authorized to review
all sewage planning modules. The Planning Commission’s
comments are to be considered by the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the municipality prior to approv-
ing a permit for the project. 

Over the past five years, the County has experienced a
decrease in the number of reviews (see chart on right). In
2008, the number of planning modules reviewed decreased
consistently with the decreasing number of new housing
units in the County. The Planning Commission reviewed
only 46 planning modules, roughly half of the numbers that
were reviewed in 2007 (97 reviews). Approximately two
thirds of the reviews were for properties that are 10 acres or
less. In 2000, these smaller projects accounted for less than
10 percent of all reviews, but by 2008 constituted almost 
33 percent of all reviews. Many of the smaller proposals are

located in already developed suburban and urban areas, 
as well as infill development on properties that are being 
re-developed. 

The Planning Commission recognizes that while the
number of land development projects have declined, many
municipalities have been taking advantage of this time by
updating their ordinances and other planning documents,
such as their Act 537 Plans.

Trends in Development—
Sewage Application Reviews
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537 modules reviewed for
properties 10 acres or less

Total 537 modules reviewed

Act 537 trends 2004–2008

Staff member receives high honor
Staff member, Steven Cummings, has been recognized as the Intern of the Year
by the Chester County Association of Township Officials. Steven received the
Lewis Marshall Award at the 2009 Spring Convention held in Chester Springs.
Steven’s contributions to the Chester County Planning Commission in the area
of information technology have been greatly appreciated over the past year. His
expertise in computer hardware and software has helped the department’s
computer operations function smoothly. 

Congratulations Steve!




