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Topics for DiscussionTopics for Discussion

• Housing Goal and Objectives
• Residential Development Pattern
• Housing Profile
• Housing Affordability
• Housing Condition and Maintenance
• Housing for Senior Citizens
• Fair Housing



Housing GoalHousing Goal
Support development and maintenance of safe, well-
maintained, and affordable housing to meet the needs 
of all residents. 

ObjectivesObjectives
• Promote a diversity of housing types and densities to meet the needs 

of current and future Borough residents.

• Provide the opportunity for a ‘fair share’ of multi-family housing.

• Update and enforce Borough housing and safety codes to ensure that 
housing is maintained to acceptable standards.

• Identify concentrations of substandard or deteriorating housing and 
target resources for rehabilitation to those neighborhoods.



Objectives, Objectives, concon’’tt..

• Support the development or redevelopment of higher density housing 
in the retail/commercial center of the Borough.

• Promote adaptive re-use of vacant or underutilized commercial or 
industrial buildings for multifamily housing.

• Provide regulatory and programmatic support for housing targeted to 
special needs populations.

• Ensure equal access to housing for those classes protected under the 
federal Fair Housing Act.

• Support efforts by non-profit and for-profit developers to build or 
rehabilitate quality affordable housing.

• Promote strategies to educate residents and businesses regarding
property maintenance improvements, funding opportunities, green 
building practices, water conservation, and energy efficiency.



Development Pattern Development Pattern –– Existing Land UseExisting Land Use



Housing ProfileHousing Profile
Housing growth trends
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Housing ProfileHousing Profile
Housing Type and Tenure

Total number of units 1,967

Occupied Units 1,868
Owner-occupied 1,069 (57.2%) (56.6%)
Renter-occupied 799 (42.8%) (43.4%)

Single-family detached 936 (47.6%) (45.6%)
Single-family attached 331 (16.8%) (22.9%)
Multi-family 700 (35.6%) (31.5%)
Mobile homes - -

Number of vacant units 99 (5.0%) (2.9%)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000; U.S. Census ACS 2005-2009.



To what extent has the Borough been affected by 
the foreclosure crisis?

Are there any concentrations of vacant units?



Housing ProfileHousing Profile
Housing  unit projections
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Housing AffordabilityHousing Affordability
Cost Burden

Kennett Square
Owners paying >30% gross income 315 / 31.2% (46.1%)

Renters paying >30% gross income 253 / 31.6% (46.9%)

Total 568 / 31.4% (46.5%)

Countywide
Owners paying >30% gross income 23,765 / 22.3% (30.1%)

Renters paying >30% gross income 12,009 / 33.0% (43.1%)

Total 35,774 / 25.1% (32.8%)

Is there a need for more affordable housing in 
Kennett Square?

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000; U.S. Census ACS 2005-2009.



Housing Condition and MaintenanceHousing Condition and Maintenance
Age of Housing
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Housing Condition and MaintenanceHousing Condition and Maintenance

Are there any concerns about 
maintenance and upkeep of 
residential properties?

Is there currently a rental property 
inspection process in place?

Good Neighbors Home Repair

• The mission is to make homes warmer, safer, 
drier, and healthier for qualified homeowners, 
and

• The vision is to eliminate substandard housing 
in Chester County.

**Housing Resource**



RedevelopmentRedevelopment
Las Rosas

•16 Townhouses
•Homeownership
•USDA Rural Development
Successful infill project?

Magnolia Place

•89 SF attached homes
•13,000 sf commercial
•Apartments above comm.

NVF?
Birch Street?

Additional 
redevelopment 
opportunities?



Friends Home

Victoria Gardens

Brandywine Assisted Living at Longwood

Housing for Senior CitizensHousing for Senior Citizens

•Assisted Living
•Nursing Care
•Staff on duty 24 hours
•Varying levels of care based on individual needs

•55+ SFD and condos
•Clubhouse
•Fitness center
•Tennis courts
•Social activities

•Individual suites / private kitchen and bath
•Wellness center
•Rehabilitation center and therapy pool

Age 65+ 2000 13.8%

Age 65+ 2005-2009 9.1%



What type of housing options for seniors would you like to 
see available over the next 10 years?

Housing for Senior CitizensHousing for Senior Citizens

Home Maintenance Program
• This program provides basic home maintenance, repairs, and access 

modifications for residents of Chester County, 65 years and older.

**Housing Resource**



The Fair Housing ActThe Fair Housing Act
The Fair Housing Act makes it illegal to discriminate in 
matters related to housing, on the basis of:

• race
• color
• national origin
• religion
• gender
• disability
• familial status

Fair Housing Council of 
Suburban Philadelphia

•Educational programs
•Publications
•Investigations

**Housing Resource**
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and and 

Goodnight!Goodnight!


