Flooding Awareness Tips

The latest information from the National Weather Service (NWS) and many of the commercial weather services suggest that a significant amount of rain may be heading for Chester County.  The Chester County Commissioners offer the following “Flooding Awareness Tips” as we prepare for the possible storm.

· Know the difference between a Flood Warning and a Flood Watch.  During a Flood Watch, be alert to signs of flooding in your area and be ready to evacuate at a moment’s notice.  A Flood Warning means a flood is imminent or is happening now in the area.
· If you live in a flood prone area you need to prepare now in case you have to evacuate.  Fill you car up with gas.  

· Get a “Go Kit” ready for you and your family members:
· Include flashlights and extra batteries

· Portable radio 

· First aid kit

· Emergency food and water

· Non-electric can opener

· Essential medications

· Cash and credit cards

· Extra clothes, blankets and sturdy shoes

· If you are driving and you come upon a flooded roadway – “Don’t Drown – Turn Around” and find another way to your destination.  If you cannot see the road or its line markings, do not drive through the water.
· Never go canoeing, boating, kayaking, wading, or swimming in flooded           streams.

·  Check on your elderly neighbors.  Be sure they can evacuate if it is necessary.

· If you safely can before the storm, clear street drains of debris.

Remember that flood conditions change rapidly and severe flooding can develop in minutes.  Flood water levels can be much deeper than they appear.  Only two feet of water can cause a car to be swept away.

Finally, in order to maintain situational awareness, citizens should consider signing up for ReadyNotifyPA (www.ReadyNotifyPA.org) to receive E-mail or text messages to cell phones, BlackBerries, pagers or other E-mail-enabled devices during an emergency.  Subscribers can choose the types of alerts they want to receive and county or counties of interest.

