Conservation Products and Services
Directory to be updated

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Resource Conservation and Development
Council (SEPARC&D) is in the early stages of updating our Conservation
Productsand ServicesDirectory. The Directory waslast printed in 2007 and has
proventobeauseful tool. Basically itisanad book withthefollowing categories
Buildersand Devel opers, Earthmoving Contractors, Engineering Services, Envi-
ronmental Consultants, Erosion Control Products, Stormwater Products, Plant
Materials, etc.

Berks, Lehigh, Northampton, Chester, Montgomery, Bucks, and Delaware
County Conservation Districtsareall sponsorsof SEPARC& D. Thedirectory has
proven useful in getting valuable contact information to the people we are
providing assistance. The Directory provides the direction necessary for
individuals to find the products and services they need, and the Conservation
Districts does not create the perception that they are providing an endorsement
of aparticular company.

If youwould beinterested in purchasing an ad in the upcoming addition of
our Conservation Products and Services Directory please send your name and
addressto my email : Magargeee@co.delaware.pa.us, and | will make sureyou
receive the proper forms when they are developed.

Ed Magargee, Delaware County C.D.

The New PAG-2 - Shorter and

Stronger than ever!

Please take note of the Coverage Expiration Date for all PAG-2 General
Permits. OnDecember 7, 2009, DEPreissued theNPDESGenera Permit (PAG-02,
2009 Amendment) for a2-year term (rather thanthetypical 5-yearterm). Thiswas
donetocomply withEPA’ sNovember 23, 2009final rulingfor “ Effluent Limitation
Guidelines (EL Gs) and Standardsfor the Construction and Devel opment I ndus-
try” whichwill takeeffectin August of 2011. (For moreinfoonELG’s, gotohttp:/
/www.epa.gov/quide/construction/) This was also done in anticipation of the
finalization of revisionsto Pennsylvania's Chapter 102, Erosion and Sediment
Control and Stormwater Management Regulations, which are currently being
updated. Thismeansthat any General NPDES Permit issued after December 7,
2009 will only be effective for two years from the date of issuance. Also, any
personwith an unexpired approval of coverageunder thegeneral permit shall be
responsiblefor complying with the final renewed, reissued or amended general
permit that will beissued in December 2011. For moreinformationon PAG-2, go
to: http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/View/Coll ection-10687.

e
A publication of the
Southeast Pennsylvania
Azsociation of Consersation Dstricts

Erosion Control
Dinosaurs

Last Resort Only

Hay bales and rock filters are the dinosaurs of
erosion control inaconcentrated flow channel. These
Best Management practices (BMPs) can act asadam
and cause water to build up and flow around these
structures, often creating severe erosion gullies.

The correct way to prevent erosion and sediment
pollutionfrom occurringwhen building atemporary or
permanent swale isto install lining. There are many
manufactures that produce temporary and permanent
erosion control linings to handle shear stress and
erosionfrom concentrated flow withinachannel. When
using linings to prevent accelerated erosion, please
follow the manufacturesinstructions carefully.

Eric Wightman
Bucks County Conservation District

Install lining for better erosion control.



Conservation Districts Host Post Construction Stormwater
Management Workshop

OnFriday, March 26, 2010thefour Southeast Regional
Conservation Districts (Bucks, Chester, Delaware and §
Montgomery) held a Post Construction Stormwater Man-
agement Plan workshop for NPDES plan designers, engi-
neers and municipal officials on at the Penn State Great
Valley ConferenceCenter. Approximately 175 representa-
tives of local engineering firms, landscape designers and
other professionals attended the workshop.

The workshop focused on four presentations:
» Infiltration BM PSby DomenicRocco, PA DEP

This presentation addressed common questions
conservation districts have received regarding

infiltration BM Ps. Domenic discussed theimportance

of the loading ratio for serving as a rule of thumb to Domenic Rocco, PA DEP, answered questions following his
mitigate pollutant and/or hydraulic overloading of Infiltration BMP presentation.

infiltration BM Ps, aswell asmethodsfor adjusting the

ratio based on land use. He emphasized a proactive approach
tominimizingfailureof infiltration BM Psincluding construction
oversight, utilizing several small BMPs versus directing site
drainage to one lot, maintaining a low drainage area per
infiltration BM P, utilizing surface pretreatment for subsurface
systems, and monitoring efficacy of the BMPs post
construction. Topics are presented in more detail in arecent
whitepaper availableonthePA DEPftpsite: ftp://ftp.state.pa.us/
pub/dep/SWM/Loading_Ratios Draft w-oTracking 01-13-
10.doc.

*  VolumeCreditsby Mark Bowen, Kleinschmidt Consultants

Mark’s presentation focused on calculating credits for
evapotranspiration (ET) when designing infiltration BMPs.
Mark demonstrated the application of Thornwaithe and
Mather's (1957) evapotranspiration model to calculate
estimated annual ET using case studies of a green roof and
constructed wetland. Benefits of utilizing native plants for
infiltration BMPs were discussed as well as additional
application credits and benefits of incorporating constructed
wetlands into site design.

»  Leve Spreader shy DomenicRaocco, PA DEP

Inlight of ahighincidence of failures of level spreadersover
the past several years across the southeast region, Domenic’s
presentation provided an overview of a recent white paper
aimed at providing additional guidance on ‘atypical’ surface
level spreaders, i.e., wherestormwater dischargesareproposed
to be directed to off-site areas unsuitable for carrying event
flows. Domenic addressed common types of level spreader
failure primarily resulting from poor siting, materials choice,
and geometry. Domenic also underscored the importance of
accurately assessing downslope condition when calculating
level spreader lengthtoavoidfailureand encouraged continual
monitoring of theseareasfor twoyearspost-construction. The
paper isavailable for download on the PA DEP ftp site: ftp://
ftp.state.pa.us/pub/dep/SWM/ROCCO-V 13.pdf.

Jobsite Products

Nick Fanto of

speaks to the
group.

CommonMistakeson PCSM Plansby AnecaCrews, PA DEP

Anecaoutlined common mistakesin PCSM Plans, resultingin
incomplete plansor delaysin thereview process. She showed
how updated NPDESworksheetsand chart 5B seek tominimize
these mistakes and make key information easier to locate.
Aneca also gave helpful tips for items on Standard Notes to
improve function of infiltration BMPs post construction
includingfencing off infiltration bedsto avoid compactionand
protecting theseareasfrom sedimentationuntil thesurrounding
areas are stabilized. Throughout her presentation, Aneca
underscored the benefits of pre-application meetings for
facilitating the plan review for complex projects.

At intervals throughout the day, product and service presen-

tationswereal so provided by Job Site Products, Atlantic Construc-
tion Fabrics and Terre Klean. Representatives of these companies
were on hand to answer questions during session breaks.

Linksto the presentations and papers provided at the training

are available on the Conservation Districts websites.

TheSEPA ConservationDistrictsappreciateeach participant’s

contribution toward making this workshop a success.

Meghan Rogalus, Watershed Specialist
Bucks County Conservation District



Something to Ponder.....

Attention pond owners! Sure, having a pond is pretty cool.
Being abletoviewthewildlifethat congregatesat your pond, being
abletofish, swim, andjust relax are someof themany perksthat you
may enjoy with apond.

Often, when someone purchases aproperty that hasapond on
it, there are many things that may not have been considered, but
should be. A pond, like many other possessions, needs mainte-
nanceinordertoretainitsvalue. Thisvaluecanbemeasuredinnot
only monetary value, but also biological value aswell.

Sedimentation and nutrification are common problems with
ponds that require maintenance. Too much sediment decreases
pond volume and can smother aquatic life within the pond. Too
many nutrients create an opportunity for algal blooms, which can
block out thelight for many of theoxygen producing plantsthat may
liveinthepond. Sedimentation can also help accelerate nitrifica-
tion, as many nutrients adhere to and are transported with soil
particles. Additionally, shallower watersresulting from sedimenta-
tion providesfor warmer waters, in which algal bloomsthrive.

An over abundance of water fowl, such as geese, can also
contributeto poor pond health. Excrement from geesehasasimilar
effect on awater body asthat of livestock, causing in increase of
nutrients and bacteriain a pond.

There are several ways to protect your pond from these
problemsand minimizetheeffects. For example, minimizingaccess
of livestock to the pond and thewater that feedsit will help, aswill
introduction of vegetated buffersaround the pond and itstributar-
ies. Maintaining avegetated buffer can bean effectiveway todeter
the congregationsof geesethat may affect apond. Geesetypically
feed and“hang out” inthe open, wherethey may have agood point
of surveillancefor possiblepredators. Thelow-maintenancebuffer
provides cover that may hide predators, deterring geese from
gathering.

Providing aforebay in the upstream, feeding end of the pond
canalsohelpby filteringthewater enteringthepond. Dredgingand
maintaining a forebay is significantly easier and less costly than
dredginganentirepond. Implementing BM Psfor treatment of water
entering the ponds may come with a cost, but will savein mainte-
nance cost in the long run.

Sometimes upstream activities, such as development, can
accel eratethe negativeimpactson ponds, thusincreasing the need
andfrequency tomaintain. Inthiscase, itisagoodideafor thepond
owner to protect themselves. Testing the pond water and survey-
ing the capacity before, during, and after upstream devel opment
can bebeneficial to apond owner because the potential impactsto
thepond would bequantifiable. Being ableto measuretheimpacts
could bethe difference in determining accountability.

Insummary, whileapond can havemany benefits, ponds—like
cars and houses — need periodic maintenance so that they may be
in tin-top shane for your enjoyment.

Benjamin Drover
Chester County Conservation District

Pond Management Workshop
May 15, 2010

Bucks County Conservation District has partnered with Penn
State Cooperative Extension and Bucks County Audubon Society
to offer a Pond Management Workshop 8:30 am. to 12 p.m. on
Saturday, May 15, at the Audubon Visitor Center, 2877 Creamery
Road, Solebury. Instructors Bryan Swistock, Water Resources
Associate from Penn State Cooperative Extension, and Edward
Molesky, president of AquaLink, Inc. based in Doylestown, will
share important information for pond owners drawing from their
combined nearly 50 years of professional experiencein pond and
lakemanagement.

The workshop will begin with an overview of pond ecology.
Participants will learn about water quality metrics and managing
pond nutrients. Wewill discusscommon weed and algae problems
and control options. Participantswill alsolearn how toevaluatefish
habitat and managetheir pondfor optimal fishing. Themorningwill
end with a short walk to the pond at Honey Hollow where partici-
pantswill learn about how to inspect and maintain pond banks and
spillways and how to perform and interpret water quality tests.

Coffeeandlight refreshmentswill beavailable. Registrationis
$25 per personandwill beopenuntil Thursday, May 6. Toregister
or for more information, please visit http://www.bucksccd.org/
watershed _manage.htm, or contact M eghan Rogal us, BucksCounty
ConservationDistrict Watershed Specialist, at 215.345.7577 x107.

Meghan Rogalus, Watershed Specialist
Bucks County Conservation District
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Robert W. Blye, Jr.
Vice President

400 Old Reading Pike
Building A, Suite 101

Stowe, PA 19464

Direct: (610) 705-5738 ext 109
Cell: (610) 213-2413
rblye@normandeau.com

NORMANDEAU ASSOCIATES

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS
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An employee-owned company




You Down with LOD?

LOD - Limit of disturbance - the pre-determined boundaries
within which earth moving and excavation is accepted.

The limit of disturbance, whether with township, county, or
state approvals, should envelope all proposed work including
access, spoils areas, septic fields, and utilities.

When a plan is submitted, the limit of disturbance encom-
passes “al work to bedone.” Sometimesthe limit is proposed to
keep the disturbance under a certain threshold for permitting or to
stay within acertain review fee bracket.

For exampl e, asingleresidential unitmay beroughly anacrein
disturbance, teetering between the need for just an erosion and
sediment control plan, andthat requiringan NPDES permit. Inother
instances, acommercial development withimprovementsresulting
inalimit of roughly fiveacresmay try tokeep thedisturbanceunder
5 acresto avoid the next fee bracket. But in most other instances,
thereislittle need, or even benefit to keeping arestrictive limit of
disturbance.

The proposed limits of disturbance should be realistic, and
comfortably allow for access, E& S controls, utilities, stockpiling,
andgrading. Thelimit should bedeterminedtoallow enoughroom
for thetypeof project, and theworkability of theimprovements. For
example,acommercia sitehugsitsimprovementswitha.98acrelimit
of disturbance to avoid an NPDES permit. The site, entirely acut
operation, has plans that designate a stockpile roughly 20 feet by
20feet. A stockpileof thissizeisunrealistic, givenit should bekept
below 35 feet in height and limited to side slopes of 2:1.

The“real” result of thisisthat thereisnot enough roomwithin
the limit of disturbance to accommodate the improvements in
additiontothefill produced fromthecut operation. Likely thelimits
as approved will be exceeded. In this case, the site may be shut
down, and the NPDES permit that was initialy intended to be

avoided may still be needed. Any lossof work or penalties can be
avoidedif thelimitsareproposedto comfortably allow enoughroom
for thework.

For building footprints, allow enoughroomfor thefooter itself,
moreroomtoallow for safeexcavation, andthenextraspacethat may
beneededtoget from pointtopoint. Limitsfor Septicfieldsshould
allowfor storageof thesoil removed fromthepit during excavation,
access with large machinery to the field, and aso installation of
piping. Chancesarethe5-foot-widelimitforinstallingthepipetothe
septic field will no be very accommodating to a 10-foot-wide
excavator withtracks.

Thelimit of disturbance should also allow for proper installa-
tionof E& Scontrols. For example, thelimitsshould allow enough
roomfor silt fenceto beinstalled at | east 8 feet bel ow thetoe of the
slopefor afilled slope. Silt fence should not be used to hold back
filledslopes. Thiscanresult LOD violationsinadditionto possible
pollution.

Whilelimiting disturbanceisahel pful E& Scontrol measure, if
thework cannot becompl eted without infringing uponthoselimits,
then the limits aren’t good enough.

Benjamin Drover
Chester County Conservation District

TERRE HILL

STORMWATER S¥Y¥ETEMS
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TERRE KLEEN™

Terre Arch™

Terre Box™

Terre Hill Watertight
Joint Seal System™
watertight joint of 10psi.

PRECAST CONCRETE STRUCTURES FOR k=
NPDES PHASE Il COMPLIANCE =

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Patented, stacked inclined-plate hydrodynamic separator.
EPA verified 98% removal rate of 200 micron particles.
NJCAT-NJDEP pending certification in excess of 13cfs.
Penn State University verified 83% removal rate using NJCAT protocol.

Patent-pending, multi-chambered, precast “Roman Arch” structure for underground
infiltration or detention. Watertight installation when required.

Patent-pending precast box culvert for underground infiltration or detention.
Patent-pending watertight joint seal system combining Neoprene gasket,
post-tensioning and pressure-injected, expandable grout to create a permanent,

Detailed information available on our website, www.TerreStorm.com

A DIVISION OF TERRE HILL CONCRETE PRODUCTS — A Tradition of Excellence Since 1919
485 WEAVERLAND VALLEY ROAD | PO Box 10 | TERRE HiLL, PA 17581 | 800.242.1509 | 717.445.3100 | wwW.TERRESTORM.COM

TERRE ARCH™

TERRE Box™

TERRE HiLL WATERTIGHT
JOINT SEAL SYSTEM™



REEL IN and RECYCLE!

Monofilament Recycling Program

The Pennsylvania Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Pro-
gram started its Smart Boating Clean Waters Campaign in 2003 to
providerecreational water-usersinformation and guidancein pro-
tecting Delaware Estuary and Lake Erie water quality. Current
partners include Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management
Program (CRM), Pennsylvania SeaGrant, Philadel phiaWater De-
partment, Delaware, Bucks, and Montgomery County Conserva-
tion Districts, Fish and Boat Commission, Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Conservation and Natural Resources, and the US Coast
GuardAuxiliary.

In 2009, through a grant from Boat U.S. Foundation, 29 bins
were installed in the following Southeastern PA counties (Mont-
gomery —18; Philadel phia/Fairmount Park —5; Delaware—2; Bucks
—2; Tyler State Park — 2). Sponsors visit each bin regularly and
collect thecontentsby unscrewing thebottom cap onthecontainer.
Onceenoughlineiscollected, thematerial isweighed and shipped
totherecycler, Berkley Recycling Center.

Data on the amount of line collected isentered into Boat U.S.
online data system. Detailed bin mapping and informationisalso
availableon CRM’ swebsite.

Overall, themonofilament recycling effort hasbeen successful.
Unfortunately, many containers are also being used inappropri-
ately as trash cans (despite signage) and a few have been subject
to vandalism. Some bins may be relocated to avoid these issues.

Why is this so important?
Most fishing line is made from monofilament because it is
strong, transparent and inexpensive.

Ifitisleftintheenvironment, itisnearly undetectableand can
entangle birds, fish, and other aguatic animals causing potential
injury, drowning, or starvation.

Large amounts of line can also snare boating and other water-
craft equipment. Monofilament that does find its way to the trash
is not biodegradable and can remain in landfills for hundreds of
years.

Fishing linecan be sent to Berkley Recycling Center. Theline
isthen manufactured into artificial underwater habitat structures.

Fishing line can entangle
birds, fish, and other
aquatic animals

What you can do?
~ Deposit monofilament in an appropriate bin.
~ Encourage othersto utilize the bins appropriately.
~ Consider doing a collection.
-Fishing /watershed organizations
-Schools/youth groups
-During astream clean up
~ Pick up any monofilament you see.
~ Teach conservation and angler ethics.

Who can help?

J. Samantha Burton, PA Coastal Resource Management
jenburton@state.pa.us

Kristina Henderson, Montgomery County Conservation District
khenderson@montgomeryconservation.org

Tessa Bailey, Delaware County Conservation District
BaileyTD@co.delaware.pa.us

Jake Borden, Bucks County Conservation District
jakeborden@bucksccd.org

Tiffany Ledesma-Groll, Philadel phiaWater Department
ledesmagrolltd@cdm.com

KarlaKaczmarek, PennsylvaniaSeaGrant
kmk32@psu.edu

Bin mapping and information on PA CRM’swebsite
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/river/grants/cnpp/smartboating/
monofilament.htm

Monofilament can be mailed to:
Berkley Recycling Center
190018th Street
SpiritLake, lowa51360

J. Samantha Burton, PA CRM and
Kristina Henderson, Montgomery County CD



An Ildea for Filtration of
Pumped Water

A recurring problem at sitesisthefiltration of pumped water.
Every E& Splanthat has utilitiesinvolved with it should include a
detail for apumpedwater filtration device. Themost frequently used
would be the filter bag. There are numerous problems associated
with it such as bags tearing causing sediment pollution events,
inability tohandlelarger pumprates, and removal of thefilled bags,
justtonameafew. Theindustry hasbeenlookingfor abetter pumped
water filtration device for some time now, and one may have been
found.

J.D. Eckman, Inc. askedfor approval of adevicethey statedwas
used at other siteseffectively. Itwasapproved onatrial basisat the
County Line Road Bridge sitein Hatfield Township, Montgomery
County and New Britain Township, BucksCounty. Itisadumpster
lined with fabric and stone covering the door end of the dumpster.
The water discharges out through the spaces along the doors, so
no modifications to the dumpster (holes, etc) are necessary.
Thedischargepipeisbolted ontoapieceof |-beamtoholditinplace
andweighitdown. Theentirefilter (dumpster) wasplaced onabed
of stone, surrounded by an embankment of rock underlain with
geotextile fabric to further filter the water beforeit runsin astone
channel to the creek.

Thismethod appeared to be an effective solution to several of
theabovenoted problems. Thepumpat thesiteutilizeda5inchline.
While the pump may fill the dumpster and overflow, the sediment
ladenwater ispumpedin at thebottom, whichallowscleaner, upper
water to overflow the sides, which is then further filtered by the
stone bed and embankment surrounding the dumpster. As for
maintenance, thefilter stonecanbeeasily replaced or refreshed until
suchtimethat thedumpster needsto bereplaced. Thenthedumpster
company takes away the full one and leaves anew one.

Whilethisapplicationisnot valid for every situation, thereare
definitely quite a few instances where this device can be utilized.
Hopefully forward thinking and innovative ideas can help to in-
crease the effectiveness of E&S BMP's and curtail the costs
associated with implementation of the 102 program.

Jeffrey McKenna
Montgomery County Conservation District

Sock-cess

Moreoftenthanever, silt socksarebeing specified onplansand
are being implemented in the field. The long-time standard of silt
fencefinally hassomecompetition, andjustly so. Sowhy isthesilt
sock becoming so prevalent?

The silt sock has many advantages and uses in particular
situationswheresiltfencecan’t beeasily installed or ismaintenance
intensive. For example, in development of a well vegetated area
wherevegetation preservationisencouraged, using silt sock hasits
advantages. Using a silt sock over silt fence in such a situation
avoids the need to unnecessarily disturb the root system of the
vegetation. Trenching silt fence can belabor intensivewith result-
ing disturbance and potential damage to the root structures of
nearby plants. Poorly entrenched silt fenceal soresultsinincreased
maintenance and improved chances of failure. Silt sock canlay on
top of theroots system, with no disturbance necessary, weavingin
and out between trees, preserving the root system. The use of asilt
sock isal so advantageousin areasof existing pavement and shallow
bedrock, for similar reasons.

A frequent issue with silt fence is keeping the fabric taut and
inplace. A lot of timewind isafactor in thefrequency of silt fence
maintenance. Silt socks are |less subject to wind induced mainte-
nance than silt fence. After aheavy wind storm, repairs will more
likely be needed on silt fence than a sock.

With silt fence, if the fabric is ripped, the fence no longer
provideseffectivefiltering of effluent reachingit. If thesilt sockrips,
so long that the mulch layer is still intact and not subject to
concentrated flows, it still provides an effective sediment filtering
barrier.

Removal of silt sock isstraight forward. The sock fabricsare
biodegradable. When the earth disturbance is complete, and well
stabilized, it takes one person with a pocket knife and a rake to
removeall silt sock onsite. Simply cutthesilt sock lengthwiseal ong
thetop, and spread themulch out and leavesit. Themulchcanalso
be seeded for additional stabilization. Nodisposal costs, and nore-
stabilization necessary.

Gaye Lynn Criswell
Chester County Conservation District
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Weaver Mulch LLC,
3186 Strasburg Road,
Coatesville, PA 19320.

Phone: 610-383-6818
Fax: 610-383-6818
Cell: 484-880-1191

A Complete Solution to Erosion Control

Filtexx FilterSoxx
Runoff Treatment
Filtexx SiltSoxx -Metal Removal
. . -Bacteria Removal
Filtexx DitchChexx Nutrient Removal
~HydroCarbon Removal

Compost Blankets !
-Sediment Removal

Living Wall System

Email: weavermulchjamesi« emypeople.net




Coastal Zone Outreach

JakeBorden, BucksCounty ConservationDistrict (BCCD) Coastal
Zone Technician, recently visited 5" grade classes at New Hope-
Solebury Elementary School in an effort to educate students about
non-point source pollution, erosion and sediment control and other
watershed issues. Jakejoined Mary Ellen Noonan, BCCD Educator,
in presenting an interactive demonstration using the Enviroscape
model. The Enviroscapeisan interactive model of awatershed that
engages students of all ages by using manipulatives to teach about
watersheds. I nadditiontoaneighborhood, afactory, afarm, streams,
lakeand road, aconstruction siteonthemodel isperfect for teaching
erosion and sediment control.

Jake Borden teaches 5" graders about non-point pollution.

Following are excerpts from some of the thank you letters the
students sent.

Dear Mr. Borden, Thank you so much for comingtoour 5" grade
and teaching usabout how pollution can affect our environment.
| learned that if you keep agreen roof on top of afactory ... the
plants on the green roof absorb the rain fal. Elizabeth

Dear Ms. Noonanand Mr. Borden, Thank youfor comingtovisit
and hel puslearnabout conservingwater. Onething | learned was
that construction sites have to get passed by people who study
the plan to make it stop erosion. Matt

Dear Mr. Borden, Y ou gave agreat presentation. | learned how
you keep all thedirt on site. Willie

Dear Ms. Noonan, A few things| learned from your presentation
arehow ground and soil erosionworksand how vegetation helps
this cycle. Gideon

Dear Ms. Noonan, | learned about silt fences and how they
worked. On my way home on the bus, | saw a construction site
and | looked for asilt fence. Then | saw one! Jacqueline

Mary Ellen Noonan
Bucks County Conservation District

Conservation District Fees for
Services

Fees for services are a source of revenue for many if not all
conservation districts statewide at this point in time. Delegation
agreementsand the Conservation District Law definetheauthority
for Conservation Districtsto chargefees. State Conservation Com-
mission policy states* Fee Schedules should be equitable and may
reflect thedistrict’ sfull costs of providing the servicesthat are not
reimbursed by the program.”

The Conservation Districtstypical cost sharefunding for core
programs, which are used to offset the cost of administering the
Erosionand Sediment Control Program, havedecreased by between
20 and 25 percent since 2007. So even without factoring in other
rising costs, the simplefact that the Stateis providing lessfunding
has resulted in the need to raise fees significantly.

Thevolumeof (feepaying) privatesector projectssubmittedin
2009 resulted in less revenue than in prior years even as many
conservation districtsincreased fees. Delaware County Conserva-
tion District collected fewer feesin 2009 than it had since 1998.
Ironically, at thesametime, the Statewascutting fundingtoour core
programs. Federal and State funding initiatives resulted in an
increased workload due to the number of transportation projects
and other government related infrastructure projectssubmitted. Our
del egation agreement prohibitsusfrom charging stateagenciesfees
for service. To address this issue, several conservation districts
have recently eliminated fee waivers for projects submitted by
counties and other units of local government. Delaware County
eliminated thewaiver of feesfor School Districts starting in 2008.

The Post Construction Storm Water Management require-
mentsthat havebeen evolving sincethey wereimplementedin 2002
represent amajor changeinfocusfor construction projects. Thishas
resulted not only inincreased coststo the buil ding and construction
industry, but also anincreased review and complianceworkloadfor
conservation districts. No additional funding was provided by the
state when these requirements were added. The increased costs
resulted in the need to increase fees for services.

Fee for Service revisions effective dates:
Bucks County Conservation District —January 1, 2010
Chester County Conservation District —January 1, 2010
Delaware County Conservation District — September 18, 2008
Montgomery County Conservation District —April 1. 2010

Afinal issuel wouldliketotouchuponisthewiderangeof fees
charged by conservationdistricts. The State Conservation Commis-
sion policy referenced previously applies to al districts. The key
issue to remember, however, is that each district’s unreimbursed
coststo administer theprogramwill vary significantly dependingon
the number of staff, level of financial support from county govern-
ment, and overhead costs. Conservation districts could use your
support in attempting to convince state government to increase
funding for conservation districts. Dollars provided to implement
delegated programswill reducetheneedtoincreasefeesfor conser-
vation district services.

Ed Magargee
Delaware County Conservation District



- Turning Ideas Into Reality
Rob Roy Farm ”
Excavating Catania Engr. Assoc. Inc.
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ADVERTISE TO YOUR TARGET MARKET '
TheConservation Districtsin Southeastern PA offer advertising spaceinthisquarterly newsletter, CONSERVATION & YOU, distributed
to some 1600 devel opers, engineers, architects, municipalities, and other related businessesintheregion. Please contact the conservation
district in your county with comments and suggestions.
Two sizeadsare offered: Businesscard size (2" x 3Y,") $75/issue Quarter Page (3Y," x 4Y," —vertical) $125/issue
A 10% discount isoffered for inserting an ad in two or moreissues. Ad deadlinefor the Summer issueisJune 15, 2010. Send your check
payable to the Delaware County Conservation District and camera-ready copy to Ed Magargee, Delaware County Conservation District,
RoseTreePark - Hunt Club, 1521 N. ProvidenceRoad, M edia, PA 19063; Phone(610) 892-9484. Email: M agargeeE@co.delaware.pa.us

CONSERVATION & YOU ispublished by the Bucks, Chester, Delaware and M ontgomery County Conservation Districtsin
cooperation with the PaDEP, Bureau of Waterways, Wetlandsand Erosion Control. For advertisinginformation, call (610)892-9484.

Bucks Co. C.D. Chester Co. C.D. Delaware Co. C.D. Montgomery Co. C.D.

1456 Ferry Rd., Ste. 704 688 Unionville Rd. Suite 200 Rose Tree Park-Hunt Club 143 Level Road

Doylestown, PA 18901 Kennett Square, PA 19348 1521 N. Providence Road Collegeville, PA 19426-3313

(215) 345-7577 (610) 925-4920 Media, PA 19063 (610) 489-4506
www.bucksccd.org www.chesco.org/conservation (610) 892-9484 WWW.montgomeryconservation.org

www.Delcocd.org
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