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5% of the world population = 23% of the world energy 5% of the world population = 23% of the world energy 
consumptionconsumption
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• PA had the 3rd highest 
CO2 emissions in 2004 
behind Texas and 
California 

• Over 40% of that was 
from electric power 
and 26% from 
transportation

Source: U.S. EPA (2005)
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2005� 2030

Source: U.S. Census Bureau: 2005 American Community Survey, and Chester County Planning Commission, 
Population Projections (2007).
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1990� 2000

Source: Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, Regional Data Bulletin #78, 2000 Land Use by Minor Civil 
Division, March 2004. U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Housing Unit Counts.
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Chester County consumes more land per housing 
unit than surrounding counties.
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Commuters
to and from
Chester 
County
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Resolution 45-07

Assigned the charge of how to best address energy 
conservation and greenhouse gas reduction with 
regard to economic, technical and environmental 
considerations:

• Actions County government can take; and

• Actions recommended to the county as a whole
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• Avoid “ reinventing the wheel”

• Realistic/feasible, economically sound, measurable

• Identify “ quick hits” and “ low hanging fruit”

• Oriented for implementation by:
– What the County can do

– What municipalities can do
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• Reduce energy demand and greenhouse gas emissions
through sound land use practices.

• Reduce vehicle miles traveled.

• Reduce traffic congestion.

• Improve vehicle fuel efficiency.



� � � �2

Reduce energy demand and greenhouse gas emissions 
through sound land use practices.
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• County facility location recommendations

• Like-kind services recommendations

• Grant program enhancements (ag/urban revitalization)

• Make building “ green”
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• Assist municipalities to establish mixed use developments

• Increase density in designated growth areas

• Improve municipal ordinances in terms of energy



County Operations

• Reduce energy usage in buildings

• Long-term energy use sustainability plan

• Efficiency standards for new buildings

• Outdoor lighting policy

• Guaranteed Energy Savings Agreement

• Purchase sustainable energy
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(Commercial, residential, industrial)



Recommendations to Municipalities

• Provide assistance for energy efficient projects

• Model ordinances for energy efficiency, outdoor 
lighting and HOA’s

• Green business listings

• Website links

• Host “ green” events

• Use sustainable, green energy sources



• County-wide trash and recycling service

• Incentive-based trash collection

• Encourage single hauler contracting

• Incorporate the use of incentives, such as Pay-As-You-
Throw, to encourage waste reduction. 
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• Preserve existing trees and woodlots

• Reforest and afforest wherever possible, particularly
in open space

• Re-establish riparian buffers 

• Liberate zoning ordinances permit expansion of
farming enterprises

• Achieve 90% no-till for arable crops
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Create a base-line inventory of carbon emissions 
generated by the County.

• Carbon inventory of County assets

• County-wide inventory prepared by DVRPC



Mobile Energy Consumption, 
0.275362936

Stationary Energy 
Consumption:

Residential, 0.172630333

Stationary Energy 
Consumption:

Commercial & Industrial, 
0.370197588

Agriculture, 0.076181142

Waste Management, 
0.023494986

Industrial Processes, 
0.04738771

Fugitive Emissions from
Fuel Systems, 0.03206057 Land Use Sources, 

0.002684735

Chester County Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
By Sector – 2005 Baseline Data

Source: DVRPC, December 2008
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• Public work shop – December 3rd 

• Final report to commissioners – December 31st 

• Plan implementation committee – Early 2009 



Landscapes, Chester County’s 
Long-Range Policy Plan
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