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Hibernia County Park
Wagontown, Pennsylvania

610.383.3812
www.chesco.org/ccparks

P R OT E C T I N G  L A K E 

COMMUNITIES

•  Keep your dog on a leash. Pick up after your pet.

•  At home, use fertilizers sparingly, if at all.

•  Switch to a phosphate-free dishwasher detergent.

P UB LI C BOATI NG  INFORMATIO N

1.  All motorized boats must have a current Pennsylvania 
boat registration or valid out-of-state registration.  Canoes, 
kayaks, and any other non-motorized boats must display a 
current launch permit obtained either through the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) or a Pennsylva-
nia State Park. For registration information, call the PFBC at 
866-262-8734.

2.  PFBC boat registration applications can be acquired 
online at www.fi sh.state.pa.us.  Also download a copy of 
the PFBC Boating Handbook.  Applications can also be 
obtained at:

• Commission Offi  ces
• Most Auto Tag Dealers
• Many State Park Offi  ces

3.  Registration fees* are approximately:
$ 18  Unpowered boats
$ 26  Boats under 16 feet long 
$ 39  Boats 16 feet and less than 20 feet long 
$ 52  Boats longer than 20 feet  

       * Fees are valid for a two year period, which expires March 31 of second year.

4.  To obtain a boat registration, you need to complete 
Form REV-336. Proof of ownership must be provided in the 
form of a title from Pennsylvania or another state, or the 
manufacturer’s certifi cate of origin and a copy of the bill 
of sale.

5.  Every boat must have a sound-producing device (whis-
tle, horn, etc.), and each occupant must have one wearable 
personal fl otation device (PFD).  Throwable seats do not 
count as fl otation devices. Children 12 years and younger 
must wear a PFD at all times.

6. Boating is permitted 24 hours a day for fi shing purposes.  
Access is provided on the south side of Chambers Lake 
along Wagontown Road.

Information current as of July 2009  

Please visit www.fi sh.state.pa.us for updates

To Lea r n  M o r e
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HISTORY O F 

CHAMBE RS 

L AKE

Chambers 
Lake is a 
9 0 - a c r e 

water supply reservoir and regional 
fl ood control facility of the Chester 
County Water Resources Authority.  
In 1994, the lake was formed by the 
construction of Hibernia Dam on 
Birch Run to provide a supplemen-
tal source of local drinking water, 
and needed fl ood control for the 
Brandywine Creek watershed. The 
lake also off ers excellent recreational 
opportunities, especially fi shing, 
boating, hiking and bird watching.

In September 1996, the lake was offi  -
cially dedicated Chambers Lake, in mem-
ory of J. Franklin Chambers, the fi rst su-
perintendent of Hibernia County Park.

L A K E  FAC T S

Size of Lake:                  94 acres

Deepest Area:              48 feet

Height of Dam:            64.5 feet

Length of Dam:           700 feet

Floodwater Storage Capacity:       257 million gallons

Water Supply Storage Capacity:   382 million gallons

C h a m b e r s  L a k e  a t  H i b e r n i a  C o u n t y  P a r k

WILDLIFE WATCHING  &  NATURE STUDY

Bald eagles and osprey are regular visitors, while migratory waterfowl and 
belted kingfi shers are common. The wetlands have attracted egrets, sand-
pipers, herons, turtles, frogs and an assortment of aquatic insects. The 
northern end of Chambers Lake and surrounding park area is designated 
part of a migratory bird sanctuary. It is closed to boating and foot traffi  c 
from April 1 to mid-June.

HIKING

The .67-mile Lake Trail winds from the lawn of Hibernia Mansion to 
the lake and beyond to public campgrounds.  With a slope not exceeding 5%, it is wheelchair accessible.  The trail 
includes two overlooks, an accessible fi shing area and trailside benches.  The Lake Trail Guide is available in the park 
offi  ce or along the trail.  No mountain bikes or horses are permitted.  Dogs are permitted on a leash.  

Walking, fi shing, biking and horseback riding on the dam is not permitted.  

FISHING & BOATING

Fishing is permitted 24 hours a day.  The lake is stocked with warm water species, including Panfi sh, Channel Catfi sh, 
Chain Pickerel, and Smallmouth and Largemouth Bass.  Chambers is one of only three Pennsylvania lakes that is a 

Panfi sh Enhancement Area, which regulates number, quality 
and size of panfi sh through minimum length limits. It is also 
one of a select few in the Big Bass Program. Therefore, the lake 
is closed to bass fi shing from late April to early June. 

A public fi shing pier is open on the lake’s north side and may 
be accessed from the Lake Trail.  Other shoreline fi shing is per-
mitted, but is prohibited from the dam breast itself.  There is a 
public parking lot and boat ramp off  Wagontown Road.  After 
park hours, parking is permitted for fi shing only.  A separate 

brochure, Fishing Opportunities, provides details about 
fi shing resources within Chester County parks. 

No gasoline powered boats or engines are permitted to 
be operated on the lake; only electric-powered or self-
propelled boats are allowed.  All watercraft must be regis-
tered with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission.  
Swimming and sailing are prohibited.

E n j oy i n g  C h a m b e r s  L a ke

A PFBC sponsored program providing rods 
and reels on loan from the park offi  ce.


